
Princess Tatjana of  Liechtenstein talks to Deník: We will intensify relations in the Czech Republic, not only in 

business 

She is a mother of seven children. She helps other children through her Liechtenstein family. For example, when 

renovating the garden of a nursery school in the South Moravian town of Hrušky after a devastating tornado hit four 

years ago. Tatjana Lattorff Liechtenstein is the youngest daughter of the reigning Prince Hans Adam II. Recently, her 

role has shifted from family to business - after the death of her brother, she presides the board of the Liechtenstein 

Group. They also have a rice kingdom across the sea. "Looking after so many children was like running a small business. 

But now everything is more intense," says the princess in an exclusive interview for the Deník daily. It is an introduction 

to a miniseries about how the Liechtenstein family, historically connected to the Czech lands, currently manage and run 

their business. Deník followed their footsteps to places that remain rather hidden. 

 

What you can read in the article: 

What is Princess's relationship to the Czech Republic and the painful memory of 1945? 

Liechtenstein Group business? They focus on agriculture, forestry and renewable energy 

A tip for a trip? Which beautiful places in Austria does the princess not want to miss? 

Why are the Liechtenstein family and the Liechtensteiners doing well? 

 

You have been the head of the Liechtenstein Group's supervisory board since last year. How challenging was it for you 

to move from the role of mother of seven children to top management? 

That's a topic that could fill a whole evening (smile). My kids are older now, so I've been able to work in the field of 

philanthropy for the last six or seven years. Of course, in the last year, everything has become significantly more intense. 

But thanks to the fact that my youngest child is thirteen years old, it's working. I have a big family, you could say that one 

really runs a small business. It's not easy to combine everything. That's why I'm glad the kids are grown up and more self-

sufficient now. 

 

The day before the second May bank holiday, you are heading for Hrušky in South Moravia to visit children. Is there a 

closer reason to help the local nursery school after the tornado? 

I consider the years spent in kindergarten to be the most important in the entire system of education for children. The 

relations that prevail there must be positive. Because if they are not positive and inspiring, it can have a very negative 

effect on forming the personality of those little sensitive human beings. Of course, such an inspiring environment also 

includes the possibility of using the educational garden and the playground. In short, the whole environment of the nursery 

and everything around it, including good teachers, must fit in such a way that the child feels comfortable there. Today we 

know that kindergartens are the most important thing. 

 

How would you characterize your overall relationship to the Czech Republic? 

It is a historical relationship, thanks to both my parents (my mother Marie Aglaé, Countess Kinsky, came from an old Czech 

noble family). On the one hand, there are many positive things, especially from history. But on the other hand, it's also a 

difficult relationship – connected to both world wars. My mother was a refugee. Her family had to leave home and 

eventually settled in Germany. As a family, we would later go to Czechoslovakia and see our former estates. We knew 

where my grandfather grew up, we  were comparing old photos with current ones. 

The fall of the Berlin Wall and 1989 were therefore very exciting for us in many ways. It was undoubtedly in many ways a 

more emotional moment for our family than for many other people. We enjoyed immensely the opportunity to visit our 

family members who were living in Czechoslovakia, and the fact that they could come to visit us. And also, the re-

establishment of diplomatic relations. We have ties with each other that cannot be simply broken in fifty years. That is a 

very short time. Especially for a family that has a shared history of more than eight hundred years in where is now the 

Czech Republic. 

 

The family lived off the sales of the art collections 

 

We are currently commemorating the 80th anniversary of the end of World War II. In 1945, the Princely House lost its 

estates in the Czech lands through confiscation. How painful is this memory for you and the Princely House? 



I would say that historically it is certainly painful for the family. At first it was very painful, especially because the change 

that came was indeed radical. Immediately after the war, our family had to live for a while by selling artwork. But because 

we became economically successful quite early on, the pain was only relative. After all, we were able to preserve a kind of 

historical substance in Austria - I mean the palaces, the agricultural activities, but also the forestry in Kalwang (the family 

owns extensive forests there - editor's note). Compared to other families who lost everything, we had something left. For 

example, my mother's side of the family really lost everything, then it's hard to start building something again. 

I think we were lucky that we had enough business here in Austria to be able to start building, reorienting ourselves and 

focusing on growing new businesses. So I would conclude by saying that it really brings us more pain historically than in 

terms of estates and possessions. We have overcome the latter and got over it. 

 

Let's get back to business. The Liechtenstein Group's current portfolio includes companies in agriculture and forestry, 

with renewable energy and real estate as other pillars. How do you combine centuries of tradition with today's turbulent 

world of technologies? 

As far as tradition is concerned, of course we carry that with us all the time. I think it's also hugely important because of 

the great knowledge and know-how, because our colleagues have often been deeply anchored in our companies for many 

years. I see the handover, often from generation to generation, as hugely important. But I also see it as important to be 

open to innovation. Keeping an eye on what is happening on the market, what is new. You have to be constantly alert. For 

example, even in a more conservative environment such as agriculture, you need innovation. There is an incredible amount 

of innovation and it is important to keep up with it. 

 

Rice Kingdom in America, a business in the Czech Republic 

 

What do you consider to be the most promising aspects of your business for the future? 

We will continue to focus on agriculture, on forestry and on renewable energy, but on our own land, which is perhaps a 

bit of a novelty. But of course, also on real properties that we have partly owned historically and for a long time. For us it 

is all about connecting innovative companies with our established businesses. A classic example would be PowerPollen (a 

company engaged in new innovative and efficient pollination methods - editor's note). It is very strongly linked to our 

company RiceTec, which develops rice seedlings. Finding more functional pollination options would be a revolutionary 

innovation for us. 

 

Do you have any projects and investments in the Czech Republic or are you considering them? 

In the last few years, we have been cooperating with Mendel University in Brno. We also have other connections with the 

Czech Republic. About a month ago, we completed the purchase of the Lescus company in Nová Role in the Karlovy Vary 

region, which is engaged in planting forests and selling tree seedlings. This company is now part of our Lieco company, 

which focuses on the development and production of tree seedlings in special containers. So, yes, we plan to intensify our 

relations in the Czech Republic again. For example, this also applies to Lieco and its offer of internships for Czech students. 

 

 

And any other plans? 

We have been saying for some time that, for example, some cooperation at the confluence area of the Morava and the 

Thaya rivers, where we farm on the Austrian side, could be beneficial. And there are certainly more areas that could be 

beneficial for both sides. After all, we also have common cycle paths and hiking trails... We are so geographically close that 

such cooperation is only natural and makes sense. This also applies for music concerts which we co-organized many times 

in the past with the Czech side, and we believe we will continue to do so. We can also be more active in many areas thanks 

to the newly established Office of the Special Envoy of the Prince of Liechtenstein Foundation in the Czech Republic. 

 

Czechs associate the Liechtenstein family with historical monuments and natural gems such as the Lednice-Valtice 

complex. If you were to take Czech tourists in the footsteps of the Liechtenstein family in neighbouring Austria, where 

would it be? 

For me, it's influenced by where I grew up and spent a lot of time as a child and teenager. My memories are closely linked 

to Vienna, where we often stayed, even though I grew up in Liechtenstein. We used to go on trips, even to Czechoslovakia, 

from the Liechtenstein Municipal Palace in Bankgasse. In the summer we regularly stayed in Kalwang, Styria. Closer to the 



border is Wilfersdorf and the Weinviertel area. This is a region that is truly a matter of heart for our family, also because 

we love to drink the local wine. 

Similarly, the Sparbach Nature Park in the Vienna Woods, where my grandparents lived for a long time, is close to us. I see 

Sparbach as a kind of lighthouse. By the way, the so-called KlimaSCHAUplätze, special interactive experience routes with 

an emphasis on climate change, are now being opened there. Sparbach is a great example that contributes to 

understanding how we perceive innovation and tradition. 

 

Your biggest business is now RiceTec, which, from the viewpoint of a Central European, is situated at the end of the 

world - in America. How does one manage such a company from afar? 

(laughs) Of course - we have to travel more. It's more challenging, but also inspiring. I think that in general stepping out 

into the big world is more inspiring for people. But again, RiceTec is based on the themes we were discussing a moment 

ago. Namely, that Austria used to be the end of the world. And people were afraid of the East. They were afraid that maybe 

a war would come again and everything would be gone again. That's why my father, with his first money, he was quite 

young then, went to America and bought a rice farm in Texas, which became RiceTec a few years later. So, the idea of not 

having all the business with these risks only in Europe was quite understandable for geopolitical reasons. That is what we 

are seeing also now. The fact that we now have to travel to India or America is more difficult for us, but if it is a good 

business, which rice is, we are happy to do so. 

 

Is the Liechtenstein Group's strategy changing in any way, in terms of returning to certain sectors and companies in 

which the Group is a 100% owner? 

We start to look primarily at forestry and agriculture, and less at investments. We focus on investments in other sectors of 

the family business, especially banking. We own a relatively large number of different companies, so we have decided to 

focus mainly on the traditional ones. We will also retain some in which we have stakes, although not 100% - such as 

PowerPollen. However, unlike in previous years, we will focus more on a narrower segment in which we are successful and 

have experience, on sectors through which we think we could more easily expand. The world is changing very fast and we 

need to react. 

 

This is clearly visible, for example, in the wine business... 

Yes. The younger generation hardly drinks wine compared to our generation. Today is definitely not a good time to invest 

heavily in vineyards or to buy entire wineries. Who knows, it may happen grapes will be mostly used to make grape juice. 

Tradition is beautiful, yes, but you cannot live on tradition. It's still a business. And that's the thing about winemaking - it's 

never been our most successful business, but it has been something that makes us happy. That's because we love drinking 

wine and we love to talk about wine. Since it's never been our core business, we don't expect it will become the focus of 

our business. 

 

When one reads something about Liechtenstein, about the state, its economy, but also about the companies, it is almost 

always about success. They are considered the most successful in the world and the best in their fields. What’s the 

reason? 

You see, it turns out that Liechtensteiners and Liechtenstein family are a perfect match. For a long time, the family have 

shaped Liechtenstein by their name. But they didn't care much for the Liechtensteiners and Liechtenstein as a country in 

the past. It wasn't until my grandfather, as the first one, settled and lived in the country. The country had a great advantage 

by maintaining neutrality during both world wars and not being dragged into the conflicts. An active and engaged 

monarchy certainly helped the country rise and contributed to its development. However, there are more components 

that have helped Liechtenstein's companies. It is the geographical location between two stable neighbours - Austria and 

Switzerland. 

But also the Alemannic mentality. In Vorarlberg, in southern Germany and in Switzerland there are people who are open 

to technology, scientifically oriented and very hard-working. You see, whoever lives in the mountains has to work harder 

than anyone else to make a living in difficult conditions. All this, I think, together with the entrepreneurial mindset of the 

family, which has been very successful economically for centuries, has complemented and fertilised each other nicely. It is 

also inspiring for us as a family to live among hard-working and entrepreneurial people, which the Alemanni undoubtedly 

are. After all, we can see this in the number of Liechtenstein companies that are world leaders in specific technical sectors. 
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